Republic of Seychelles
Office of the President

7 j@:ﬁﬁﬂ»y c;/ " Sente

23™ March 2005

To Whom it Mav Concemn

Robert Gaines-Cooper has been a member of our community for 33 vears

having been granted permanent residency status on 12" February 1976.

Following his first entry into the Seychelles 1 1973 and subsequent visits.
an interview with the then Chief Mimuster, Mr. James Mancham, endorsed
his plans to build a plastics factory here, the rarionale being to help reduce
dependency on imports. This marked the beginming of Mr. Gaines-Cooper's
commercial activines here. On 25"‘_ July 2007 he was appointed by the
President, Mr. james A Michel, to be a member of the Seychelles

Internatonal Business Authonty.

The plasties factory, Chelle Plastics Lid. officially opened by the Pnime
_\-Tirgistcr in office, Mr. France Albert René, on 25" February 1977 was
‘g:ramed SITZ (Seychelles International Tax Free Zone) status in 1996. The
plant, subsequently converted into state of the ari clean facilines,
manufactures anaesthesia devices and currently has 88 employees. This,
together with other staff retained direcily by Mr. Gaines-Cooper, provides
emplovment for over 100 Seychellois. The reusabie medical dewvices
manufactured at this facility are dismbuted worldwide and have, to date.
been used in close to 100 miilion procedures.
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Land Registry date Mr. Gaines-Cooper’s purchase of land on Mahé as 20”
October 1975. With assets blocked by the Bank of England under the
Exchange Contro! Act and a release date not due until 2 September 1980, the
loca’ branch of Barclays Bank Intemational granted a loan for the purchase.
The regulatory 15% transfer tax payable to the Government (the purchase
precedec Scychelles’ Independence) was released with Bank of England

approval.

Without access to his funds Mr, Gaines-Cooper was obliged to rent the
property. The house in question (deemed one of a small number to be of
suitable status) was rented to the British High Commission 1n 1977 for three
vears. His home, Plantanon Bois Noir, is considered a magnificent legacy of
ore of the island’s well known architects. having undergone extensive re-

modeling over the last decade and 2 half

Mr. Gaines-Cooper is married to a Seychellois, has a son with Seychellots
cifizenship, and was granted citizenship himself on 25" April 2007.
Following 33 years of financial and personal involvement in the communiry.
Mr. Gaines-Cooper continues to be 2 valuable contributor to the Seychelles

and,is considered by the Government to be both resident and domiciled here.
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